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San Mateo County is located directly south of San Francisco, on the Peninsula, bordered to the west by the Pacific Ocean, to the south by San Jose and the Silicon Valley, and to the east by San Francisco Bay. Occupying an area of approximately 449 square miles, the County has a population of 707,161 (2000 U.S. Census). The topography, including tidelands, rolling hills, and grasslands, is divided by the Central Coastal Range which lies on a northwest to southeast axis. Largely undeveloped forests and coastland to the west are contrasted with an eastern corridor bordering the Bay where most of the population resides in a number of cities connected by Highway 101.  Originally bedroom communities for affluent San Franciscans, the Peninsula by the 1970s had become an uninterrupted suburb from South San Francisco to the northern towns of Santa Clara County.  Historically low unemployment rates and the promise of a ‘small town atmosphere’ continue to bring many new residents to the area; population  density now is the fourth highest in California.  

The San Mateo Adult School is located in the center of San Mateo County, or mid-Peninsula, and it serves the cities of San Bruno, Millbrae, Hillsborough, Burlingame, Foster City and San Mateo.  The city of San Mateo is the largest of the cities with a population of 92,000 slightly fewer than the combined number of residents in the other five cities.

Employers
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The major employer for the area continues to be the San Francisco Airport which though nominally part of the city is actually located on San Francisco Bay next to the city of San Bruno.  High tech firms bloomed in the 1990s particularly in Foster City and San Mateo city as part of the Silicon Valley phenomenon, though the recent downturn has affected the local technology industry in a similar manner to other areas.  Professional services, retail jobs and the service industry, particularly in hotels and restaurants, continue as high employment sectors. (see chart below of San Mateo City jobs as typical).  There are no large scale manufacturing operations in the mid-Peninsula area where the Adult School is located and few plants of any size exist outside of the northern part of the county.  Unemployment has risen from a low of 1.3% in January 2001 to 4.6% in Spring 2003, both figures that are several points behind California averages.
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Population

San Mateo County has seen a steady influx of immigrants in the past twenty years to the point where persons of Latino and Asian/Pacific Islander descent each make up over 20% of the population, and 32% of the residents are foreign-born. Asian/Pacific Islander countries of origin most represented in central San Mateo County are China, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, Polynesia, Tonga and Samoa. The majority of Latinos claim Mexico as their country of origin with Guatemala in Central America and Peru in South America represented by small but significant numbers.  Less than 50% of the population reported themselves as white, non-Latino in the 2000 census the first year that percentage dipped below one-half.  Long portrayed as a White, middle class county, in actual fact San Mateo has changed radically in recent decades, and today is one of the country's most diverse in terms of ethnic and cultural distribution. (see chart on next page).

Another significant fact of Peninsula life is the graying of its population.  While the California average is 10.6% of its population over the age of 65, in most mid-Peninsula cities the number is about 15% with the city of Millbrae at 21 % having the largest percentage of persons in that age group.
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Income

San Mateo County is a relatively affluent area with pockets of poverty. Five percent of families live below the poverty line and ten percent of single female headed households. The highest poverty rates are in the cities of San Bruno and San Mateo; Hillsborough and Foster City have virtually no individuals below the poverty line.  Per capita income in the main population centers averages about $36,000 with household averages about $68,000.

School Profile

San Mateo Adult School is one school of the seven in the San Mateo Union High School District.  As of this writing the District is a basic aid one with six comprehensive high schools and a continuation school in addition to the Adult School.  Within the District’s service area boundaries there are five elementary school Districts and two community college Districts.

The Adult School operates on a year round schedule Monday – Thursday 8 AM to 9:30 PM and Fridays 8 AM to 5 PM with occasional Saturday classes.  In 2001-2002 the school served 14,416 students in the ten state-mandated areas and another 735 students in fee-based classes and 228 students in grant funded classes.  The ADA for the mandated classes is shown below.  Each year the Adult School reaches its CAP in large part because of growth in the 50+ Program and ESL areas; a fact that reflects the growth in those two populations in the service area.
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The main location at the Poplar Avenue campus in the city of San Mateo houses the greater portion of the ESL, Vocational, Basic Education and Adult Secondary classes.  There are 42 off-campus locations including senior centers, convalescent hospitals, churches, recreation departments and elementary schools where Adult School classes are held.  In recent years the Adult School has added many new locations in a continuing effort to keep in close contact with the community.  

At the Poplar Avenue campus there has been significant upgrading in two major areas since the last accreditation.  One is in the commitment to providing current technology and technology support for all parts of the school.  Each program area has had enhanced access and staff training to incorporate technology in classroom and clerical areas.  The second major upgrade has been in the area of advisement and counseling.  The ABE/GED, High School Diploma and Vocational programs in particular have devoted more resources in this area and reached many more students.  Also there is an Employment Development Department counselor on campus one day a week to provide employment related aid to students.  

Staff

Of the 140 teachers, 22 are full time.  There are 2 full time administrators, four program area coordinators.  12 Instructional aides, 7 full-time and 3 part-time clerical, 3 student services aides, 3 custodial staff (one of whom is part-time), 1 campus aide, and 3 other non-teaching credentialed positions
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Students

Overall enrollment figures for the Adult School show that Hispanics are the largest number with about 50% of the total enrollments.   However, that number is skewed by the number of Hispanics in one program, ESL.  Subtracting the ESL numbers from the entire program, White becomes the dominant ethnicity with substantial Asian representation in both the ESL and non-ESL areas.  In the Older Adult program nearly 85% of the students are White.  The main Poplar Avenue campus draws students who live in all parts of the school’s service area and beyond, but a large number of the ESL students are ones who live close to the site.  The immediate neighborhood has the largest number of Hispanic households and the largest number of poverty individuals in the mid-Peninsula area.  The Older Adult program, because it is housed in many locations has a more evenly distributed draw of students.

Enrollments

	Program
	July to December

2002/2003
	2001/2002
	Last Accreditation

	Basic Education
	128
	313
	289

	Adult Secondary
	562
	1347
	1151

	English as a Second Language
	4654
	7369
	4568

	Citizenship
	166
	311
	374

	Adults with Disabilities
	953
	1214
	635

	Vocational
	522
	1464
	1969

	Parent Education
	98
	146
	48

	50+ Program
	2806
	2898
	1861

	Health and Safety
	77
	204
	131

	Home Economics
	55
	136
	202

	Fee Based
	186
	735
	367
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