During 1996-97, there were 11,228 enrollments in ADA classes and 367 in fee-based
classes. The 1997-98 state authorized ADA cap is 1910. The program has generated
attendance over 100% cap every year since the previous self-study.

Community Information

San Mateo County is a relatively prosperous community located on the peninsula
immediately south of San Francisco, bordered on the east by San Francisco Bay, on
the west by the Pacific Ocean, and on the south by Santa Clara and Santa Cruz
counties. An estimated 90% of the population lives on 20% of the land, making San
Mateo County the fifth highest in population density in the state.

The county's per-capita income and its per-household income are ranked fourth
highest in the state. Only Marin County has a lower per-capita number of AFDC
recipients. The unemployment rate for the county is under 5%. The booming real
estate markets of the Silicon Valley's bedroom communities to the south and San
Francisco to the north have made housing very expensive in the county. San Mateo
Union High School District is a Basic Aid district, depending primarily on property taxes
for funding.

The county population is growing older with fixed incomes; there are increased
numbers of senior centers and services for seniors. The county continues to receive
immigrants; elementary and secondary schools have an increasing number of students
whose first language is not English and project to have more in the coming decade.
There are parts of the service area where many single immigrant adults and lower
income families live in densely populated multiple-unit buildings, most notably in San
Bruno in the north and the area adjacent to Highway 101 in San Mateo. The contrast
between the affluent Hillsborough hills and the San Mateo flats, only a mile apart, is
striking and represents a county of varied demography. The median household income
in San Mateo County is $61,300; but there are households of more modest means, if
not near poverty, in San Bruno and San Mateo.

There is a long established Asian community in Millbrae and an historic African-
American community in San Mateo. There are areas in both San Bruno and San Mateo
that are characterized by recently arrived immigrants, often Hispanic.

The largest employer in the area is the San Francisco International Airport and the
related support service industries and hotels. Service occupations predominate in
these businesses. The largest private sector employers, not related to the airport, are
the Franklin/Templeton Group in San Mateo, an investment services group with over
2,600 employees in Foster City; the Perkin Elmer Corporation (biomedical research)
and VISA International, both with over 1,000 employees. Although the high tech
companies are flourishing, not much employment is offered in these businesses as
might be expected in an area so near the booming Silicon Valley.




